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Collective Responsibility toward Holiness in Ezekiel’s Priestly Vision 
Proposer: Dale Launderville 
Institution: Saint John’s University 
In light of the phrase nasa’ ‘awôn ("he bears the guilt") in the Book of Ezekiel (4:4, 5; 14:10, 12; 18:20; 
44:10, 12; cf. 44:27, 29), the Levites bear their guilt (44:10, 12; cf. Num 3:5-15) as a responsibility that 
both unites and distinguishes the Israelite people, the Levites, and the Zadokites in a system of graded 
holiness in the vision of Ezekiel 40–48. The moral nexus of act-consequence is contained within the 
symbolic priestly act of sanctifying the Lord’s name, in which the Lord is the primary actor (20:41; 28:22, 
25; 36:23; 38:16; 39:27). The Book of Ezekiel draws upon both P and HC in shaping its understanding of 
holiness. The act of bearing guilt by all three strata of the rebellious house of Israel (44:6) is carried out in 
distinct, yet complementary ways in a system of practices designed to distinguish between the sacred and 
the profane and prevent syncretism through interiorization of the relationship with the Lord. 
 
 
The Hermeneutics of Legal Exegesis in Ezek. 46:1-15 
Proposer: William A. Tooman  
Institution: University of St. Andrews 
Ezekiel 46.1–15 offers a series of ordinances for the prince and the people, regarding the gates, minor 
offerings, and festivals. The resonances between these ordinances and the laws of Sinai, in particular, are 
well known (e.g., Num 28–30). This paper looks beyond the specific similarities and differences between 
the Torah of Moses and the Torah of the Temple (Ezek 43.12) to examine: (a) the direction of dependence 
between Ezek 46.1–15 and related scriptural texts (including laws of the Torah), (b) the features of the 
older laws that cued instances of interpretation or rewriting, (c) the exegetical choices revealed in acts of 
rewriting or interpretation, and (d) the hermeneutical commitments underlying these choices. The aim is 
to present a portrait of the legal reasoning on display in Ezek 46.1–15 and to clarify the relationship of the 
Law of the Temple to other scriptural ordinances 
 
 
Mapping Ezekiel’s Map: Here or Hereafter?  
Proposer: Carla Sulzbach  
Institution: McGill University 
In this paper I propose to read the geography outlined in Ezekiel 47-48 as an attempt to map an afterlife 
program, and not merely one of political restoration. These chapters display a verbal map which draws in 
great detail the borders and boundaries of the Land of Israel and of (supposedly) the City of Jerusalem. In 
addition, the text carefully populates the entire area and assigns functions to the various regions and 
inhabitants. Although the map can be seen in relation to those of Num. 34 and Jos. 17, there is no concern 
whatsoever for the surrounding peoples. Instead, there is an inward focus on the status and function of the 
priestly classes who are in charge of the Sanctuary and among whose tasks is safeguarding it from future 
defilement which would lead to a repeated divine abandonment and exile. The prophet’s primary concern 
is with matters of a restored and permanent state of purity for Land, City, Temple and people. I will argue 
that this program, rather than meant to be implemented in real time, could be read within the framework 
of a grand vision of the afterlife, cast into geographical language that seems to fit restoration thinking, 
but, in actuality does not. By repositioning the ruling classes and rescripting the priests’ status and their 
responsibilities in the new society, and building upon earlier notions of sin and purity, Ezekiel succeeds in 
creating an otherworldly reality, “not quite of this earth.” 
 


