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Persian Period Purity Practices  
Proposer: Thomas Kazen  
Institution: Stockholm School of Theology 
This paper explores possible influences from Persian (Zoroastrian) practices on biblical purity laws (Leviticus 
and Numbers). The latter are compared on the one hand to traces of pre-exilic purity practices in the 
Deuteronomistic History, and on the other hand to Zoroastrian practices as reflected primarily in the 
Vendidad. Special attention is given to those instances in which priestly purity law becomes detailed and 
specific. It is argued that these particular instances are pointers to recent developments and elaborations 
during the Achaemenid era, which go beyond previous practices in being influenced by Persian culture. Broad 
explanations for this process are indicated, including socio-political and religious factors, group identity 
concerns and postcolonial concepts, such as hybridity and mimicry. 
 
 
The Agenda of Priestly Taxonomy and the Conceptualization of ?ame? and šeqe? in Leviticus 11  
Proposer: Lance Hawley  
Institution: University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Anthropologists and biblical scholars have long sought to understand the rationale for the categorization of 
animals in Leviticus 11. The text itself provides no overt answer; rather, it presents the reader with a 
systematic taxonomy. This paper seeks to demonstrate how the priestly authors conceptualize ?ame? 
("unclean”) and šeqe? (“detestable thing”) as identifications for different sets of animals in Leviticus 11. The 
system of differentiation and classification itself, as it is expressed in the compositional layers of Leviticus 11, 
provides the best way forward for determining the Priestly justification for distinguishing between 
permissible and impermissible animals for eating. After tracing the compositional history of Leviticus 11, I 
argue that the taxonomy has a clear focus on land quadrupeds, which may hint at the agenda of the Priestly 
authors, namely to theologically undergird Israel’s sacrificial practices. Additionally, the taxonomy directly 
corresponds to the systematic ordering of the world in Genesis 1, reflecting the Priestly ideal that Temple life 
is woven into the fabric of the created cosmos. 
 
 
Malediction and Oath: The Curses of the Sefire Treaty and Deuteronomy 28  
Proposer: Melissa Ramos  
Institution: University of California-Los Angeles 
While parallels between Deuteronomy 28 and the Succession Treaty of Esarhaddon have garnered a great deal 
of scholarly attention, a thorough examination of the parallels between the Aramaic Sefire treaty and 
Deuteronomy 28 has not yet been undertaken. This paper proposes to explore not only the parallels between 
the curse clauses in these two oath/treaty texts, but also the occurrence of these same parallel curse clauses in 
the Aramaic-Akkadian bilingual Tell Fekherye inscription. This paper will also analyze the wider 
implications of the circulation of Aramaic curse clauses in the ANE, and the possible influence of these curses 
clauses upon Mesopotamian treaties and the biblical covenant oath, namely Deuteronomy 28. Indeed, this 
paper will claim that both the Sefire treaty and Deuteronomy 28 belong to the same literary genre, titled the 
“ritual oath text” which originated in magical incantatory practices and spread to religio-political treaty texts. 
The Sefire treaty is a particularly striking example of the influence of magical practice on ritual oaths, as 
section four of the treaty specifies the manipulation of physical materials as part of the performance of the 
ritual oath ceremony. Finally, this paper will discuss the parallel features among the Neo-Assyrian Akkadian 
magical texts Maqlû and Šurpu, the Aramaic Sefire treaty, and Deuteronomy 28 and their implications for the 
method of transmission of circulated curse clauses and magical practices in the West, and the possible vector 
of influence in one direction or another. 
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Another Look at the Marriage of Ruth and Boaz: A Way Forward through the Book of Tobit  
Proposer: E. Allen Jones III  
Institution: Corban University 
The marriage between Ruth and Boaz (Ruth 4) is a perennial problem in discussions of biblical law. Despite 
Boaz’s apparent portrayal of the marriage as a levirate marriage, the relationship clearly fails to adhere to key 
stipulations in Deut 25. Additionally, there is no direct association in the Pentateuchal codes relating land 
redemption with levirate marriage, but again, just such a connection appears to be foundational in Boaz’s 
transaction at the city gate. Scholars have proposed a number of solutions dealing with one or both of these 
issues, but as participants in the debate interpret the same data in different ways, no convincing solution has 
emerged. In an effort to take a new approach to this old problem, then, I will examine the marriage between 
Tobias and Sarah in the book of Tobit and its parallels with the marriage of Ruth and Boaz. I will argue that, as 
the text of Tobit deals with the implications of disparate law codes, so the book of Ruth also demonstrates the 
interaction of apparently unrelated laws in the lives of biblical characters. 
 
 
The Complexity of the Identity Negotiation in the Post-Exilic Judean Community: A Relationship 
among Isaiah 56, Deuteronomy 23, Ezra-Nehemiah, and Ezekiel 44  
Proposer: Moon Kwon Chae  
Institution: Baylor University 
This paper aims first to show the literary or thematic relationship among Ezek 44:1-14, Isa 56:1-8, Deut 23:1-
8, and Ezra-Nehemiah, and second to propose hypothetically the interesting dynamic of socio-political 
conflict of postexilic Judean community in setting up the community boundary and temple hierarchy. While 
foreigners’ complaint for segregation in Isa 56:3 relates the oracle with the segregation policy of the reforms 
of Ezra and Nehemiah, YHWH’s response in Isa 56:6-7 relates the oracle with Ezek 44 since it deals with the 
exclusion of foreigners from working in the temple. By showing the priestly concerns for the temple 
hierarchy, Ezek 44 reveals a presumable internal conflict of the community between Zadokite priests and 
Levites in relation to the exclusion of foreigners. Focusing on drawing a line between the returnees and the 
peoples of the land, Ezra-Nehemiah mainly presents the external conflict of the community to maintain the 
ethnic identity while it presents a peaceful and harmonious co-working between priests and Levites. 
Responding to both of the exclusive policies in Ezek 44 and Ezra-Nehemiah, Isa 56 intends to attack the 
primary base-text behind the reforms and in the temple (Ezek 44) and the community (Ezra-Nehemiah), 
which is the law of assembly in Deut 23. It explains why Isa 56 and Deut 23 have no direct verbal connection 
although the two texts are unique places to deal with foreigners and eunuchs together. The relationship 
between the three texts, which are possibly contemporary, reveal the complexity of the identity negotiation in 
the post-exilic Judean community in relation to lively and heated issues of the exclusion of foreigners and of 
the priesthood. 
 
 
 


